Terrorism:  The politically motivated premeditated act, threat, attempt, or conspiracy to commit violence against non-combatant targets by groups or agents.
Around 1990, the majority of terrorist attacks were located in Latin American.  As the 1990’s continued there was a shift towards attacks within Western Europe and the Middle East.  Attacks having anti- U.S. sentiments were primarily located in Latin America.  Most of these attacks were committed by bombings, businesses the primary targets.

Statistics on Terrorism

4 September 2003 

Note on following tables: red indicates U.S. DOS data, blue indicates RAND/MIPT data. 
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Statistics on terrorism 

	year
	
	international terrorism
(U.S. DOS figures)
	
	int'l. and domestic terrorism
(RAND/MIPT figures)

	
	
	incidents
	fatalities
	injuries
	
	incidents
	fatalities
	injuries

	1968
	
	124
	34
	
	
	132
	32
	191

	1969
	
	189
	55
	
	
	155
	12
	110

	1970
	
	300
	128
	
	
	215
	105
	161

	1971
	
	241
	35
	
	
	150
	66
	91

	1972
	
	528
	147
	
	
	171
	191
	166

	1973
	
	323
	120
	
	
	193
	72
	504

	1974
	
	429
	304
	
	
	237
	229
	690

	1975
	
	349
	258
	
	
	221
	102
	556

	1976
	
	468
	406
	
	
	325
	346
	805

	1977
	
	428
	245
	
	
	242
	80
	299

	1978
	
	544
	438
	
	
	242
	263
	405

	1979
	
	441
	686
	
	
	271
	290
	1,060

	1980
	
	499
	486
	
	
	268
	156
	332

	1981
	
	489
	164
	
	
	318
	329
	1,187

	1982
	
	487
	129
	
	
	384
	188
	637

	1983
	
	497
	641
	
	
	317
	589
	1,045

	1984
	
	565
	329
	
	
	326
	182
	502

	1985
	
	635
	816
	
	
	438
	688
	1,255

	1986
	
	612
	591
	
	
	379
	346
	1,221

	1987
	
	665
	623
	
	
	355
	358
	1,219

	1988
	
	605
	643
	1,131
	
	377
	593
	1,869

	1989
	
	375
	411
	420
	
	367
	170
	507

	1990
	
	437
	218
	
	
	302
	121
	366

	1991
	
	565
	102
	242
	
	436
	175
	284

	1992
	
	363
	91
	636
	
	310
	154
	751

	1993
	
	431
	109
	1,393
	
	320
	464
	2,806

	1994
	
	322
	314
	663
	
	333
	397
	1,088

	1995
	
	440
	177
	6,291
	
	258
	245
	6,007

	1996
	
	296
	314
	2,911
	
	267
	516
	3,192

	1997
	
	304
	221
	693
	
	200
	230
	887

	1998
	
	274
	741
	5,953
	
	1,179
	2,037
	7,676

	1999
	
	395
	233
	706
	
	730
	116
	158

	2000
	
	426
	405
	800
	
	706
	247
	379

	2001
	
	355
	3,295
	2,283
	
	1,532
	4,477
	3,524

	2002
	
	199
	725
	2,013
	
	2,631
	2,695
	6,735

	2003
	
	
	
	
	
	265
	274
	607


Data from U.S. Department of State Patterns of Global Terrorism and RAND/MIPT Terrorism Databases. RAND/MIPT data from 1998 to 2003 is incomplete, and 2003 data is through 12 March.

Areas of concern:

· Providing a secure environment for US citizens
· Ensuring freedoms are not jeopardized

· Recognition that although current terrorist attacks have come from Latin Americans, we must also recognize that while indeed the most recent threats have come from those professing the Islamic faith, one cannot simply assert that all Muslims are anti-American and belong to terrorist organizations.

Islam is the fastest growing religion in the United States and in 2000 there were estimated to be over 4 million Muslims in the US (approx  2 % of the population).

What is the reasoning for terrorist attacks against the US?
According to a statement by the World Islamic Front in America Confronts Terrorism, their Holy Book indicates a command to “fight and slay the pagans wherever ye find them, seize them, beleaguer them, and lie in wait for them in every stratagem”; and furthermore ensure that no one but God is worshipped, God who put my livelihood under the shadow of my spear and who inflicts humiliation and scorn on those who disobey my orders.”  Furthermore, the World Islamic group indicates several “facts” that they cite as reasoning for justification against anti-US attacks.

· The US has been occupying lands in the Arabian Peninsula, plundering its riches, dictating to its rulers, humiliating its people, terrorizing its neighbors, and turning its bases in the peninsula into a spearhead through which to fight the neighboring Muslim peoples.

· Despite the devastation upon the Iraqi people by the US which exceed 1 million people, the Americans are trying to repeat the massacres (written before the current situation in Iraq).

· The American’s aims behind these wars are religious and economic, and the aim is to serve the Jews petty state and divert attention from its occupation of Jerusalem and murder of Muslims there.  The proof of this is their eagerness to destroy Iraq, and to fragment the states of the region in order to guarantee Israel’s survival and to continue the brutal crusade occupation of the Peninsula.

How do these statements make you feel?  Agree/Disagree/Discuss

